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The COVID-19 pandemic
has limited some activities

due to health & safety
restrictions. Our team is

following GNWT health and
safety guidelines.  

This newsletter provides an
update from Dehcho First
Nations and the Edéhzhíe

Management Board on the
establishment,

management, and operation
of the Edéhzhíe Dehcho

Protected Area as a National
Wildlife Area and

management planning.
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Edéhzhíe
Management Board 

Margaret Ireland
Tthets’ek’ehdelį / Jean Marie Community
Representative

Tim Lennie 
Pehdzeh Kı / Wrigley Community
Representative

Jim Antoine (Interim)
Łı́ı́dlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę̨́ / Fort Simpson Community
Representative

Louis Constant
Deh Gáh Got’ıę Kų́ę̨́ / Fort Providence
Community Representative

Lindsay Armer
Edéhzhíe Management Board –
Environment and Climate Change
Representative

Ramona Pearson (Menicoche)
Dehcho First Nations Representative

Herb Norwegian 
Edéhzhíe Management Board Chairman
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Meetings

Dene Worldview
Board members reviewed a report on
an April meeting held by Dene board
members to discuss how to
incorporate Dene Worldview into the
management planning process. Board
members directed that further revision
be done to improve what was captured
at the Dene Worldview meeting, as the
meeting was conducted in Dene Zhatie
and careful attention to translation is
necessary. 

Tłı̨chǫ Involvement
The Board discussed how and when
the Tłı̨chǫ Government should be
involved in developing the Edéhzhíe
Management Plan. The Tłı̨chǫ
Government agreed to protecting
Edéhzhíe, but they are not part of the
Edéhzhíe Establishment Agreement
and do not have a representative on
the board. The EMB expects to consult
with the Tłı̨chǫ when they have a draft
plan. Herb Norwegian (Board Chair)
will speak to the Grand Chief following
the Tłı̨chǫ election to discuss their level
of involvement in plan development. 

In-person meeting
held in Deh Gáh Got’ie
Kų́ę́, June 8-9, 2021.

Videoconferences
(Zoom) held July 6 & 7,
2021 and August 11,
2021.

In-person meetings
typically focus on
management planning
and operational
decisions, while
videoconferences are
used for
administrative
business, and deal
with urgent items that
arise between in-
person meetings.

Management
Planning

Next Meeting

October 5-7, 2021 in
Deh Gáh Got’ie Kų́ę́.
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On-The-Land 
Management 
Planning 
Workshop

Values to be Protected
The Board developed a list of values and
set priorities for management planning. 

Management
Planning (cont.)

This meeting was
canceled in August

Threats / Management Considerations
Board members began work to determine
key threats to each value. Discussions will
continue at the next Board meeting.

2021-22 Workplan
& Budget

The Board approved
the current year’s
workplan and budget.
It was later approved
by both DFN and
ECCC.
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Interim Wood Bison Management in
Edéhzhíe 
The Board updated its previous decision
on wood bison management in Edéhzhíe
based on new information received from
the GNWT and direction from Deh Gáh
Got’ie Kų́ę ́Leadership. The Board agreed
to continue using the existing system for
Wood Bison Management, until the
Edéhzhíe Management Plan is complete.
Any changes in wood bison management
will be considered within the broader
context of the management plan. Final
decisions will be written into the
management plan. ECCC will be invited to
join the Mackenzie Wood Bison Working
Group to be able to address Edéhzhíe-
specific management questions and report
to the Edéhzhíe Management Board.  

Data Sharing Agreement
OKT Law is supporting Edéhzhíe staff to
develop a data sharing agreement. This
agreement between DFN and ECCC,
provides data licensing protocols for third
parties who may want to use data
generated in the management and
operations of Edéhzhíe.

Management /
Operational Decisions
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Forest Measurements
The Board approved a request by ENR to
re-measure two existing forestry plots in
Edéhzhíe (measured approximately every
10 years). ENR will take a Guardian with
them. Edéhzhíe staff will work with ENR to
develop a long-term approach for this
work. There are 10 plots overall in
Edéhzhíe.

AAROM Research
The Board approved AAROM researchers’
request to conduct water sampling on
Willow Lake, Big Island Lake, and Mustard
Lake. The Board asked that they also
measure water levels on these lakes. Two
Guardians will join the AAROM
researchers. Due to COVID, this research
has been postponed. 

MOTUS Station
ECCC requested permission to install a
MOTUS bird monitoring station at Mills
Lake. It records when a bird that has been
banded flies over it. Board members had
many questions. ECCC staff will bring
responses back for further discussion at a
future meeting. 

Management /
Operational Decisions
(cont.)

*Photos by Beth Hudson, Trisha Landry (DGG), and Ramona Pearson. 
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Cabin Lease
A lease for a non-commercial outpost
camp in Edéhzhíe has expired. The Board
had previously directed ECCC to work with
the lease holder to clean up the site and
terminate the lease. However, the lease
holder wished to transfer the lease to an
Indigenous person living in Deh Gáh Got’ie
Kų́ę́, who wished to use it for On-the-Land
programming for a school. The Board was
asked to reconsider its initial decision in
light of this new information. 

The Board decided to uphold its original
decision to clean up the site and terminate
the lease. 

Management /
Operational Decisions
(cont.)
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Next Steps

Trisha Landry               Deh Gáh Got’ie Kų́ę́ / Fort Providence Community Coordinator 
                                        
 DGG_Edehzhie@dehcho.org

Arial Sanguez               Tthets’éhk’edélı ̨/ Jean Marie River Community Coordinator
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Edéhzhíe Protected Area
Box 89, Fort Simpson, N.W.T. X0E 0N0

Tel: (867) 695-2355/2610 | Fax: (867) 695-2038
E-mail: edehzhie_admin@dehcho.org

Staff Contact 

Lauren Corneille-          Edéhzhíe Administrative Assistant
Lafferty

Edéhzhíe Administrative Assistant

                                         
 Edehzhie_admin@dehcho.org
 

Edéhzhíe Community Coordinators

                                       
 JMR_Edehzhie@dehcho.org

James Tsetso                Łııdlıı̨ ̨Kų́ę́ / Fort Simpson Interim Community Coordinator 
                                        
 LKFN_Edehzhie@dehcho.org

VACANT                         Pehdzeh Ki / Wrigley Community Coordinator 
                                        
 PKFN_Edehzhie@dehcho.org

Edéhzhíe Regional Coordinator 

Ashley Menicoche        Edéhzhíe Regional Coordinator 
                                          
Ashley_Menicoche@dehcho.org
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